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Performance
Enhancement

A modular theater in downtown Dallas takes [
a flexible approach to staging plays. :
f Adjustable
Balconies
II To accommodate

different stage lay-
outs, the balconies
move up and down,
hoisted by the same
winches that raise
and lower stadium
scoreboards.

Aluminum
Siding

The Wyly is
sheathed in
aluminum tubes
whose cylin-
drical profiles
deflect the
infamous
Dallas hail. For
nicer weather,
there's a par-
tially enclosed
deck with a

killer view, 7 ’
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Underground Back Stage

Because a traditional back stage would interfere
with the four-sided open plan of the performance
space, engineers secreted all the standard theatrical
machinery—and then some—belowdecks.




The Dallas Arts District Theater wasa
magnificent piece of crap. Affection-
ately dubbed the Shed, the junky, cor- D E 5 ' G N
rugated-steel construction looked
more warehouse than Koolhaus, but it was basic enough that
wild-eyed visionaries would routinely rip out and rearrange
seats to fit whatever the current show demanded. Then, in
2005, the Shed was torn down. € Fortunately, its replacement,
which hosts its first production in October, is aworthy succes-
sor. The Dee and Charles Wyly Theatre was designed by New
York megafirm Rex to be an enormous Transformer that can
suit almost any directorial whim. 91 The seating, for example,
shifts easily to accommodate changes in stage design: Mov-
able balconies hang from the ceiling; cylindrical jacks can tilt
and shift the downstairs chairs in response. 9 The
theater is also surrounded by floor-to-ceiling glass
panels that pivot open for al fresco drama. Audi-
ences can then wander in from all sides; the Dallas
skyline can serve as a backdrop. It takes as little as
15 minutes to reconfigure the theater, and so far Rex
has come up with eight variations. More are sure
to come. The Shed lives on, in spirit. —Cliff Kuang

The Wyly Theatre

. Rooftop terrace
. Costume shop

. Conference room
Fly tower

. Back stage

. Mechanicals

. Outdoor terrace
. Education center
. Offices

. Sky studio

. Balcony fly space
. Performance chamber
. Lobby/bar
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